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Witchcraft Information

It is designed to build upon the Government's National Action Plan to tackle child abuse linked to faith or belief in England, which was launched in 2012 in the wake of cases such as Kristy Bamu and Victoria Climbe.
The release of the film follows a rise in the number of ritual child abuse cases linked to witchcraft being investigation by the Metropolitan Police.
In the past year, there have been 27 allegations of this type of abuse, including two claims of rape.
Examples of cases referred to the police include dunking children in a bath to wash away evil spirits, a child swung around and smacked on the head ‘to drive out the devil’ and parents removing children from school and taking them out of the country to attend an exorcism.
Detective superintendent Terry Sharpe from the Met’s Sexual Offences, Exploitation and Child Abuse Command, said, ‘Abuse linked to belief is a horrific crime which is condemned by people of all cultures, communities and faiths. A number of high-profile investigations brought the issue of ritual abuse and witchcraft into the headlines but it is important that professionals are clear about the signs to look for.

‘Families or carers genuinely believe that the victim has been completely taken over by the devil or an evil spirit, which is often supported by someone who within the community has portrayed themselves as an authority on faith and belief. Often in the perpetrators' minds, any abuse is not going to affect the victim because he or she believes the child is effectively not there any more and the abuse is directed at whatever has possessed the child. The victim is often convinced that this is the truth and that the abuse is "normal" behaviour.

‘Regardless of the beliefs of the abusers, child abuse is child abuse. Our role is to safeguard children, not challenge beliefs. We investigate crimes against children, but our main aim is to prevent abuse in the first place. This is a hidden crime and we can only prevent it by working in partnership with the community. Project Violet aims to build trust with communities and emphasise that child protection is everyone’s responsibility.’
Mor Dioum, director of the Victoria Climbié Foundation, and chair of the national working group on child abuse linked to faith and belief, said, ‘We urge professionals to adopt a more holistic approach with children, young people and families when dealing with abuse that does not fit the norm, as we continue to raise awareness within the community with a view to increase the reporting of harmful practices.’


There is a variety of definitions associated with abuse linked to faith or belief. The National Action Plan includes the following when referring to Child Abuse Linked to Faith or Belief (CALFB).
Belief in concepts of:
· witchcraft and spirit possession, demons or the devil acting through children or leading them astray (traditionally seen in some Christian beliefs)
· the evil eye or djinns (traditionally known in some Islamic faith contexts) and dakini (in the Hindu context)
· ritual or muti murders where the killing of children is believed to bring supernatural benefits or the use of their body parts is believed to produce potent magical remedies
· use of belief in magic or witchcraft to create fear in children to make them more compliant when they are being trafficked for domestic slavery or sexual exploitation.
This is not an exhaustive list and there will be other examples where children have been harmed when adults think that their actions have brought bad fortune, such as telephoning a wrong number which is believed by some to allow malevolent spirits to enter the home.
Reasons for the child being identified as ‘different’ may be a disobedient or independent nature, bed wetting, nightmares or illness. Attempts to exorcise the child may include:
· beating
· burning
· starvation
· cutting or stabbing
· isolation within the household.
Children with a disability may also be viewed as different, and various degrees of disability have previously been interpreted as ‘possession’, from a stammer to epilepsy, autism or a life limiting illness.
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